
ROOTING ISLAM IN
AMERICA: SOWING

THE NEXT 50 YEARS
SUSTAINABILITY - SERVICE - SPACE

"We wish to thank everybody who helped lay the foundation of Islam in this
community; we wish to thank them for their vision and generosity.  You’re

not going to find a better place than Toledo, Ohio.”
- Hajj Yehia Shousher

Founding Member (1927 -2020)



A Message from Our Co-Chairs
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Rita N. A. Mansour
Member and Campaign Co-Chair

Dr. Nadia Ashraf-Moghal
Member and Campaign Co-Chair

"As a first-generation Muslim American, I grew up understanding the mosque was
part of my identity. As I grew older, I came to realize that it wasn’t just the building,
but the community that supported my family and projected our identity into the
community. This campaign is important to me because it will ensure the Center is
able to affect the lives of children, like it did for me, now and for generations to
come. It is our responsibility to make sure the Center can sustain itself in perpetuity.
Please join me in supporting this very important campaign!"

"I’m excited to launch this campaign today with the solid religious leadership we
have in place, a focus on all age groups, and a commitment to a sustainable future.
This campaign is more than an investment in the Center; it is an investment in our
community that will provide the space and resources needed to worship, grow in
faith, build relationships, and serve our neighbors. The initiatives chosen for the
campaign will ensure the Islamic Center of Greater Toledo is prepared to lead the
Muslim community in Northwest Ohio for years to come."

Campaign Committee
Dr. Nasir Ali
Imam Ahmad Deeb
Dr. Mohammed Jumaa
Darren Moore
Dr. M. Razi Rafeeq
Yasmeen Shousher Moore

Aziza Abdoney 
Naveed Ahmed 
Dr. S. Amjad Hussain
Dr. Saleh Jabarin
Nasr Khan
Dr. Nasr Mansour 
Hussien Y. Shousher

Honorary Chairs

Rita N. A. Mansour
Dr. Nadia Ashraf-Moghal

Co-Chairs



"Our mosque teaches Americans in our local
community about Islam. At the time it opened,
many didn’t think Islam was a good religion. Over
the years, we have shown the positive impact we
have made in our communities. [We] have
wonderful memories teaching in the mosque and
meeting people that have the same faith.
[Waseela] was the first person to make falafel at
the international festival-our booth was the top
seller for many years to come."

- DR. NASR & WASEELA MANSOUR

Fulfilling the demand for a holistic community

Our history

According to the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding, 93% of Muslims

believe religion to be important in their lives. Many Muslims are seeking

opportunities to deepen their connection to God. Today, there is a growing need

for community, space of solitude, and spirituality to mend that connection. 
  

Now is the time to offer the Muslim community a holistic environment—one

rooted in the development of mind, body, and soul—where we can thrive

individually and collectively. Our holistic approach is established on the

foundations of our religion: Iman (belief), Islam (practice), and Ihsan (spirituality). 

We offer an integrated approach to faithful living that fosters well-being in all
aspects of one’s life, rooted in the universal message of Islam and welcoming
space for all
We are a 4th generation Muslim American community, the first in the region
with a long-established cultural impact
We are one of the oldest immigrant Muslim communities in North America.
Our membership includes families representing multiple nationalities all over
the world
We serve more than 3,000 people throughout the year

For almost 70 years, through the work of our members, the Islamic Center of
Greater Toledo has been a positive influence on our families and the greater
community.

Who We Are
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Media Engagement:
Huffington Post, The
Washington Post, NPR, PBS,
and Toledo Blade

Primary Religious Services
(jummah, weekly spiritual,
and educational
enrichment)

Islamic Food Bank of Toledo
250,000+ meals served in 2020
(IFBT Pantry, Mobile Food Bank,
Weekender Bags)

Cultural & Spiritual Enrichment
(Al-Firdaus Concert,
International Festival, and
Spiritual Nights)

Individual, family, and
marital counseling

Islamic Education (Pillars
Seminary & Al-Nour Weekend
School)

What We Do 
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Visiting Scholars
Lecture Series

ISGT Early Childhood
Program

Youth Work (weekly
youth circles, trips, and
mentorship)

Pastoral Care
(visitations/calls to elderly
and sick)

Accessible Programming 
in-person and online 
(social media engagement
rate of 45%)

Collaborations with
established Toledo
institutions and
interfaith organizations



The Islamic Center has been exactly what I
needed over the last few years and I didn’t even
know it. Between weekly inspirations at
Jumu'ah, their amazing events (especially the
Family Spiritual Night on the hill), and spending
time with our amazing Imam and Shaykh, ICGT
has helped me grow as a Muslim and find more
beauty, devotion, and peace in my improved
relationship with Allah.

A new level of commitment from our members and
community

It will require a significant investment of time, money, and goodwill. It will
ask us to make many decisions, big and small.

And it will give us the opportunity to recommit ourselves to this
community – and receive an invaluable sense of belonging and well-
being in return.

5- ZIAD BURKETT

Our Vision
We will create a sustainable future for our Center and
community service work.

We will expand our services and programming to meet
our community’s current and future needs.

We will renovate our facility to create a more accessible
and welcoming environment, accommodate
programming, and transform our mosque into a haven for
worship and reflection. 

The Islamic Food Bank of Toledo will grow its network of
community partner relationships to address food
insecurity in all corners of the northwest Ohio region.



Expand programming and create a
sustainable future

Increase the endowment to cover annual operations and
maintenance, fixed infrastructure costs, and salaries for key staff
Advance programming to enhance the lives of our children and
elders
Provide flexibility to direct funds to address community needs as
they evolve over time

Together, we will allow future generations to focus on programming
and less on managing infrastructure. The goal is to generate sufficient
ongoing income to cover maintenance and operations costs while
raising the annual funds to be deployed into more programs. This, in
turn, will help us attract and retain the best-in-class leadership for our
community.

Campaign Goals
TOTAL FUNDRAISING GOAL
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$10 MILLION

The Center has been a beacon for me and so many others, offering a welcoming
place to deepen our faith and connection to Allah (SWT). The heart of the Center is
its unwavering commitment to faith in action. Whether hosting a vaccination clinic
open to all or collecting gently used clothing for those in need, the Center offers
many opportunities to fulfill our obligation to serve the community.

- MONA RAFEEQ

$2 million
$100,000 goes to Center
operations yearly

Current endowment: 
$6 million

$300,000 will go to Center
operations yearly

Goal endowment:

ENDOWMENT

3X 
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Renovate our facility to accommodate programming and create a
more accessible and welcoming environment 

While our facility has enough square footage, the current space needs renovation and
reconfiguration to meet our community's current and future needs. 

Today, the mosque doesn’t maximize important sensory and architectural details – we envision a
space that inspires members to reach a higher spiritual plane. 

It is important that we are an inclusive community accessible to those with disabilities and
appealing to the young, old, and future generations. Therefore, we would like to accommodate
additional programming and diverse age groups to encourage more socialization and recreation. 

Our goal is to invest in our future by improving safety, open up the building, adding light and
architectural details, and improving flow to create a space that is more flexible, useful, safe,
spiritual, and environmentally friendly. We will work with the current square footage to maximize its
usefulness. We have been fortunate to have used this building since 1983. Now is the time to
invest in our future.

I’ve always found the ICGT to be a safe space for me,

but it’s quickly grown to be more than that; I’ve found

a home here. Home isn’t just a place, or a mindset,

home is people. The community that this masjid has

fostered has welcomed in generations of Muslims

and non-Muslims looking to be enlightened and

heighten not only their religious connection but their

spiritual and emotional connection with Islam. Being

in a room full of like-minded, accepting, and caring

individuals has made the masjid my home and the

people my family.

- Hana El-Nemr

Campaign Goals
(continued)
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Flexible and Useful
Reduction of walls and narrow corridors to allow for people
to move, gather and sit
Flexible social and workspaces
Expand prayer room overflow
Creation of additional spaces for gathering and socializing
Enhancement of spaces for small groups
Establish a family lounge area 

Safe and Accessible
New covered main entry 
Public plaza courtyard with upper-level patio
Additional elevators
Open central space on ground level featuring a gallery
Enhance the use of space with a focus on energy and
safety
Increase access to natural light
Improve wayfinding and airflow through the building

Move reception and office to the main floor
Relocate restrooms to appreciate the beauty of stained-glass
windows
Updated architectural details to reduce the institutional feel
Allocate separate storage and workspace for Islamic Food
Bank of Toledo
Develop outdoor natural areas for the Islamic School of
Greater Toledo’s Early Childhood program

Welcoming and Spiritual

"The ICGT has been part of our life
since 1980 when [we] joined the
Mosque on Bancroft. I have served
on the council in many capacities for
over twenty years. [Naveed]
currently serves on the Board of
Trustees and [is] the president of the
FICGT.

Over the last 40 years, I have made
many friends and learned much
about my faith. I have been given
many opportunities to serve this
community and institution in many
capacities. For all that, I am eternally
grateful to God and all the
community members who have
been my role models and inspired
me over the years. 
 

We have developed a new set of
volunteer leaders and professional
staff in the last five years, including a
new Imam, youth director, and
executive director. The intent is to
grow our membership, expand our
programming and pursue
community outreach with vigor and
creativity. However, to do this all
successfully, we need to build on
what has already been achieved. "

- NAVEED & REHANA AHMED
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Together, we can create an
intentional community and Sow the
Next 50 Years of Islam in the greater
Toledo area.

Please consider making a gift in
addition to your regular annual
contribution.

You can help provide a life of
meaning for everyone in our
community.

By making a financial gift to Sowing
the Next 50 Years Campaign, you
will be investing in the sustainability,
service, and space of our Center.
 

You will be investing in the future of
your community and leaving a legacy
of love and hope to all who come after
you.

Ways to Give

Online at
icgt.org/foundation

Mail a check payable to: 
The Foundation of the
Islamic Center of Greater
Toledo
P.O. Box 350
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Contact us for more info:
Sara Dastagir
Executive Director
Email: sara@icgt.org
Phone: 419-973-7395

Gifts Accepted
Naming Opportunities

Donors can honor a loved one or may want to associate their
name, family name, or business with this major initiative.

Gifts of Cash

Donors may receive tax benefits if they itemize deductions;
accommodations can be made for unique situations and
circumstances.

Multi-Year Pledges

Donors have the opportunity to pay over a five-year period.

Appreciated Assets

Donors may transfer gifts of stocks, bonds, or mutual fund
shares, avoiding capital gains tax and potentially receiving a
tax deduction for the full market value.

Planned Gifts and Bequests

Details can be provided upon request and a combination of
outright and deferred gifts are welcome.



About the Foundation
The Foundation of the Islamic Center of Greater
Toledo is a separate 501C3 non-profit organization
created to support the Center, its goals, and its
mission. The Foundation receives, manages, and
distributes funds allocated for a variety of purposes,
including scholarships and community support. 
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dedicated

caring

inspiring

“The brick and mortar is only part of

the story. It is the traditions which we

established in this mosque which

makes us very unique.” 

- Dr. S. Amjad Hussain



Our Mosque

An inclusive, welcoming lifetime resource

Religious and prayer services
Marriage and Counseling services
Youth and adult education – Al Nour Weekend School, Islamic School of Greater Toledo
Social events, international festival
Volunteering and outreach – community projects, scholarships, grants, Islamic Food Bank of Toledo
Space – coffee shop, athletic facilities, cultural exhibit, game room, social hall, lecture hall, Khan Pavilion, classrooms

For almost 70 years, our Center has played a key role in welcoming immigrants and their families, who go on to make significant contributions to the community –
creating jobs, providing important services, and supporting and partnering with people of all nationalities and faiths.

Through our members’ dedication, the Center has become a lifetime resource that offers: 

More than a house of worship, we are a community center that provides religious, educational and
cultural activities for all. Join us as we strive to worship God, learn and study Islam, spend time
with friends and make new ones, and serve our neighbors at-large. 

The mission of the Islamic Center is to uphold the doctrine and principles of Islam; to provide its
members an environment conducive for Islamic education, cultural enhancement, and religious
services; to introduce Islam, its culture and heritage to the community-at-large; to enter into
dialogue with other faiths to promote interfaith understanding and accommodation.

25877 Scheider Rd. Perrysburg, OH 43551
icgt.org
Facebook | Instagram | Twitter: @icgtoledo 


